
London’s skyline as seen from the Surrey Hills 
Our countryside is highly accessible 

for ~9M city-dwellers!



About the Hurtwood

The name ‘Hurtwood’ is given to 

over 2000 acres of privately 

owned Surrey Common land, to 

which the public have access on 

foot, horse and bike.  

That’s no secret –

The 2012 Olympics and subsequent Prudential 

RideLondon events have left us a cycling legacy!

https://youtu.be/yjzm5R_ifys



• It’s no fun for the day-trippers whose cars cruise repeatedly around the Box Hill 
circuit because there is nowhere to stop when its limited parking areas are full.

• Safety concerns: intermingling high volumes of cars, cyclists and even e-scooters 
on narrow, twisting, rural roads is a serious problem.

• Polesden Lacey House welcomes ~360K visitors annually, but virtually all of them 
arrive by car, not bike, and they drive though Great Bookham village without 
stopping to support our historic High Street and its businesses.

• Ideas to make our area even more accessible to visitors need to be thought 
through to minimise the impact that those requests will have on local residents.

– For example, a new “Strategic Greenway” being planned between Hampton Court and 
Leith Hill, but it contains unrealistic proposals including: 

• “filtered permeability” along a route that serves an industrial estate

• crossing over our busy A246 outside our village at an unrestricted section 

• closing off rural roads (eg Chapel Lane, Bookham Road, etc) to motorised traffic 
when they are vital links between our communities. 

Mole Valley has absorbed ever-increasing demands 

without the investment in cycling infrastructure 

that Londoners enjoy.
Everyone will benefit from redressing this balance.



By revisiting Bookham’s “Celebrate Cycling” 2012 legacy events, 

Surrey CC has an opportunity to drive significant modal shift 

locally and further afield

. As host to the 2012 Olympic Cycle Road Race, The National Trust offered schools near 

Box Hill the use of its land so that local families could celebrate cycling off public roads. 

The Bookham Common 

Family Trails event was 

planned so that even the 

youngest children and their 

families could 

celebrate cycling. 

The Polesden Lacey

event was planned so 

that older children and 

their families could try a 

“hill challenge” 

on private carriageways. 



Enjoying our glorious countryside and views by bike, not car. 

Who knows? 

It’s a habit that our visitors may take home with them!

Our alternative “Strategic Greenway”

proposals would 

• make a significant contribution to 

project objectives

• do so by adding infrastructure that 

also serves our villages’ needs, and 

WITHOUT shutting local roads like 

Chapel Lane

A Bookham-based e-cargo bike hire / 

rickshaw service would incentivise 

visitors to 

• travel sustainably for their last few 

miles picking up bikes from 

locations like the M25 services or 

Bookham Station, and not on the 

Estate 

• support our communities by 

routing bikes via our historic High 

Street

https://youtu.be/0di0iIHrC5U



Versatile, all-terrain e-cargo bikes on show around our villages 

- who knows? 

It’s a habit that our residents might take up!

When combined with Bookham’s

“Safer Cycling Routes to Schools”

project, our proposal to remove two-

way traffic from the two key routes 

that serve our High Street, The 

Grange Centre (learning-disabled 

charity) and all of our schools, we aim 

to: 

• remove school run cars from our 

“school streets”, making the daily 

school run much safer for families 

who travel by sustainable means.

• Change the way that residents 

“pop to our shops”

• Work with businesses that serve 

our residents’ needs, to ensure 

that the “last miles” of their 

deliveries are made by Bookham’s

cooperative e-cargo bike service.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JBa8-zHlrLo&t=320s

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-9FZgU_WbrU



“Celebrate Cycling” family trails: Held annually 2012 - 2016 

As a legacy from the 2012 Olympic Cycle Road Race and the annual Prudential 

RideLondon, this free event on Bookham Common was promoted by local schools. It 

had a range of cycle-friendly routes suitable for families of cyclists of all abilities 

(including disabled), that were off the public highway. 



Some “Celebrate Cycling” 

family trails memories 



Celebrate Cycling’s Polesden Lacey “Hill Challenge” 

Vista from viewing 

point looking 

towards Leith Hill

The Celebrate Cycling event organiser worked Polesden Lacey’s Estates Manager and Surrey County Council on 

a parallel event to give older children and their families a “hill challenge”. 

The envisaged route offered a cycle-friendly surfaced circuit with an inspirational view of the 2012 route half 

way. It used former carriage routes, such as the one from Bagden Lodge, and other surfaced tracks but,  

unfortunately, one section (Tanners Hatch) needed re-licencing, & the lead time proved too challenging!

The planned route 

in the context of Box Hill, 

with its Zig-Zags identified.



Bookham Common’s 

Tunnel Car Park: a short 

cycle track over the 

railway tunnel would 

make London-bound 

platform fully accessible 

to cyclists and disabled 

travelers.

Polesden Lacey’s

“Hill Challenge”.

All terrain tracks 

already link Bookham

to the M25 service 

station. No need for 

cars to come closer.

Surrey’s Strategic Greenway Initiative: 

Components from Bookham’s alternative & more direct route.

Great Bookham

Conservation area.

M25 Services are next 

to “Bookham Road”.

https://www.molevalley.gov.uk/sit

es/default/files/home/building-

planning/conservation/greatbookh

amconservationareaappraisaland

managementplan-june2011.pdf

https://mk0surreyhillsnfif4k.kinstacdn.com/wp-

content/uploads/2020/06/Item-4-Annex-Surrey-Strategic-

Greenways.pdf


